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Walton Robotics – Create. Innovate. Inspire.
Dear Prospective Team Parents:

The Walton Robotics team is a competitive team, not a more typical “club”, that requires extensive time commitments on the part of its student members and their parents. Each year, the team:

· has at least 4 competitions (usually five) that all involve the team traveling overnight*,
· builds a competition and a practice robot,

· builds a full-size practice field for our team and teams around the state to use in preparation for competitions,
· has, at a minimum, weekly team meetings that require adult supervision (more frequent meetings during build season),
· participates in many outreach activities including summer camps, hosting a Robot Relay for Life event, and providing a T-shirt cannon at all home football games.

This level of activity represents a major commitment and lot of work for all involved with the team. With only 1 coach and just 40 team members (not all of whom will qualify for team travel due to lack of service and/or team participation hours) this also represents a huge volunteer need from parents on behalf of the team. In addition, annual dues are typically around $1,600.00, which includes travel expenses with the exception of travel to Houston, TX for the world competition if we qualify. 
Please understand that every family will be required to have at least one parent representative at the following events during the upcoming 2019-2020 season:

	· mandatory meeting the first week or two of school – on a Wednesday at 6:30pm in Mr. Benton’s room. 

	· mandatory team travel meeting (sometime in January, usually a Wednesday at 6:30 – date TBD)

	· mandatory tool safety training (for all field build participants – several options, dates TBD) 

	· mandatory Worlds travel meeting if we qualify (typically the Wednesday after Spring Break at 6:30)

	· provide the team with bottled waters, snacks, or soft drinks at least twice a year (for build site and travel use)


In addition to the above, each family must commit to being involved in at least 3 of the volunteer opportunities listed on the following page during the year. There are many different choices which require time commitments on different days and times of day so everyone, regardless of work and family schedule constraints, should be able to find options that fit into their life. If you need help finding a good fit or have questions about what an activity requires, please contact Bevin Newton at bevin.newton@waltonrobotics.org. 
If you will be a returning parent, please indicate which activities you helped with this past year in the first column and indicate what you would like to help with this coming year in the second column. If you are a new parent, please indicate which areas you see yourself most interested in helping with this coming year in the third column. 

Please take the time to consider if you are willing to make this kind of commitment to the team. We cannot have team members whose parents do not participate at this level. Without everyone pulling their weight, we burn out volunteers and cannot get as much accomplished. For example, without enough volunteers, we have to cancel open field nights and team meetings. 

If you as a parent are not willing to commit at the level described above, this team is not a good fit for your family. 

I look forward to an exciting year in robotics!
Sincerely, 

Coach Brian Benton
*Please note that all students are expected to attend all competitions and one of these competitions will occur during Cobb County’s Spring Break. Please make your family travel plans as well as your child’s ACT/SAT testing schedule accordingly. The estimated dates for next year’s competitions are as follows:

GRITS: Usually last weekend of October*
DALTON: Usually second weekend of March*
COLUMBUS: Usually the fourth weekend of March (this often overlaps with Walton’s Prom)*
EMERSON (States if we qualify): Usually the first Wednesday or Thursday through Saturday of April (this usually overlaps with Spring Break)*
HOUSTON (Worlds if we qualify): Usually the third Tuesday – the third Sunday in April. */**
* Once these dates are set by Georgia First Robotics, we will communicate them to the team. 
**The cost of this trip is not covered in your student’s annual dues. The cost range for this trip is typically $1,200-$1,800 and varies some each year based on expenses such as airfare and hotel costs. 

	Walton Robotics Parent Application 2019-20

	Parental involvement is absolutely essential to the success of the Walton Robotics team. What can you do to help the team successfully spread the word about STEM? We need you!

(Without parent commitment and involvement, your student’s application to the Walton Robotics Team will likely be denied.)

	Student’s name:
     

	Parent name:
     


	Parent name:
     


	Parent cell Phone:
     
	Parent cell Phone:  
     

	Parent E-mail:
     
	Parent E-mail:
     

	Occupation:
     
	Occupation:
     

	Employer:
     
	Employer:
     


	your Volunteer choices

	Activity
	Returning Parent Participated in 2018-2019?
	Returning Parent Selection for 2019-2020?
	Rookie Parent Selection for 2019-2020?

	Participate in at least 12 hours of field build
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Host 3 evenings of field practice for other teams
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Be one of two people who plan team travel details (transportation, meals, hotel, etc.)
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Serve as a chaperone for an out of town trip (Note: to chaperone Worlds in Houston, you must have chaperoned at least one other overnight trip for the team or another group at Walton)
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Provide team member transportation to two team competitions that are within driving distance (for example, GRITS, Dalton, Columbus, Emerson)
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Serve as a team mentor in an area of your expertise
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Supervise 3 evenings of team meetings (we always need an adult to be present if we have team members meeting)
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Take part in 3 outreach activities – summer camps, WIT events, STEM nights at local schools, GIRLS First events, etc.
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Provide food on at least 3 occasions for the whole team (and parents - depending on the event) (for example lunch during all-day field builds, etc.)
	Y      N
	Y      N
	Y     N

	Take on one of the following leadership roles:

a. Parent volunteer coordination and parent communication

b. Getting team sponsorships

c. Open field coordinator
d. Field build chair

e. Food committee chairperson
f. End of year banquet chairperson
NOTE: All of the above leadership positions were handled during the 2018-2019 season by parents that have a senior or will have a senior next year. We need some parents of younger students to step in and start to learn these roles while the prior leader is still around to help explain what is involved which will make for an easier transition!
	Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

Y      N


	Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

Y      N

I would be willing to shadow this role during the 2019-2020 season. Please list the role here:



	Y     N

Y     N

Y     N

Y     N

Y     N

Y     N

I would be willing to shadow this role during the 2019-2020 season. Please list the role here:




	your skills / talents / equipment / relationships

	Please tell us about what skills, talents, interests and equipment you have. Then tell us about any business relationships that might be valuable to the team. 

	Skills/Talents/Interest Areas (check all that apply):
	Resources/Relationships:

	
Fundraising
	

	
Transportation for equipment to district and regional competitions and special events (need to have vehicle that can tow the team trailer)

	     

	
Mentoring

	     

	

Community Service 

Assist team members in coordinating Community Outreach and Service opportunities.
	     

	

Mechanical / Electrical
Provide oversight and expertise in building and testing robot mechanical and electrical systems.
	     

	

Programming  

Provide oversight and expertise in JAVA programming (design coding and testing)
	     

	

CAD 
Provide CAD team with oversight and expertise in producing robot models in Autodesk.
	     

	

Communications 

Provide oversight and expertise in website design and programming, use of social media, and/or writing and distributing press releases. 
	     

	

Financial/Accounting 
Track actual v budgeted expenses and serve as treasurer for 501(c)3 that manages team funds.  Provide necessary reporting on finances.
	     

	

Photography / videography
Provide technical and editing expertise in documenting team activities.  
	     

	

Business

Help with strategic planning and team management throughout the year.
	     

	
Event Planning

Help plan and host special events. 
	     

	
Travel Coordination

Make arrangements for transportation, lodging and food when team travels to competitions.   
	     

	
Public Speaking

Train and guide students making industry and award presentations.   
	     

	
Graphics

Help students prepare and print signs, t-shirts and other products.    
	     

	
Destination Einstein Event Management


Help students manage our Destination Einstein events.    
	     

	
Girls FIRST Event Management


Help students manage our Girls FIRST events.    
	     

	  Sponsorship 
	

	        
Sponsor Recruitment and Relations

Identify and contact potential sponsors, coordinate sponsor presentations by students, and assist with ongoing sponsor communications and appreciation activities.  
	     

	

I would like to sponsor the team

A team member will contact you shortly to discuss your donation.
	$     

	
Other Ways You See Yourself Helping the Team (please elaborate)


     

	     

	
	


	Commitments and Signatures

	Check these boxes, sign, and date.


I understand that Walton Robotics is a competitive team – not a club.


I understand that involvement with Walton Robotics is a major commitment of time.


I understand that students are EXPECTED to attend all team competitions.


I understand that parent involvement is required.


I understand that students and parents are expected to follow ALL team rules, including those established for travel.



	Name of applicant:

Signature of applicant:


	Date:


	Name of parent/parents filling out this application:

Signature of parent/parents:


	Date:



